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TRIBUTE TO PATRICK HEALY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Patrick Healy as he prepares 
to conclude his long and storied career as one 
of Los Angeles’ preeminent television report-
ers. For nearly four decades, Patrick has been 
on the front lines for just about every story 
that has shaped and defined the place we call 
home—all with unmatched integrity and dedi-
cation to public service. 

Before he was an award-winning broad-
caster, Patrick was an engineering student at 
UCLA—taking up the family’s journalism tradi-
tion as a reporter for the Daily Bruin. Guided 
by L.A. newsroom giants like Jere Witter and 
Pete Noyes, he got his start writing and pro-
ducing for local outlets across the Southland 
before landing his big break at NBC–4—a sta-
tion which he would call home for the next 37 
years. 

Patrick has since become a fixture in 
Angelenos’ living rooms, with his in-depth cov-
erage of the most famous sagas of our gen-
eration: from Richard Ramirez and Rodney 
King to O.J. Simpson and Dr. Conrad Murray. 
Through them all, he always managed to bring 
us more than just the stories themselves—he 
also reveals the truths they tell about our com-
munities, our people, and our country. 

When he wasn’t rushing to the scene of 
breaking news, Patrick has extensively cov-
ered environmental issues affecting California, 
including how drought and extreme weather 
caused by climate change are impacting the 
people and places we love. It is these stories 
that perhaps best unveil the noble motivation 
behind his work: to investigate and call atten-
tion to our challenges so we can ensure the 
Golden State remains a wonderful place for 
future generations to enjoy. 

Patrick’s love for his home state and home-
town is undoubtedly what makes so many 
Angelenos connect instinctively with his report-
ing. And it is why, like his mentors before him, 
he will go down as one of the great L.A. 
broadcast journalists of our time. As Patrick 
likes to quote, ‘‘News is the first draft of his-
tory’’—if that is so, he has left an indelible 
mark. And we thank him for it. 

I ask all Members to join me in thanking 
Patrick Healy for his service to Los Angeles, 
to California, and to the nation, and in wishing 
him good health and great adventure in retire-
ment. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM THOMAS, JR. 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of William Franklin Thomas, Jr. of Pu-

laski, Virginia, who died on November 29, 
2021 at the age of 87. Judge Thomas was a 
distinguished jurist who served for over two 
decades as a juvenile and domestic court 
judge. 

Judge Thomas was born on January 2, 
1934. He grew up in Pulaski and made it his 
lifelong home. After graduating from Pulaski 
High School in 1950, he attended Emory & 
Henry College and graduated from the Univer-
sity of Richmond. After earning a law degree 
from the University of Virginia, he began his 
legal career at the firm known at the time as 
Gilmer, Sadler, Harman & Thomas, mainly 
practicing real estate law. 

In 1973, the Virginia General Assembly 
named him a Juvenile and Domestic Court 
Judge for the 27th Judicial Circuit. He sat on 
the bench until retirement on December 31, 
1995, and served the Counties of Pulaski, 
Wythe, Carroll, Grayson, and Bland and the 
City of Galax. During his judicial career, Judge 
Thomas was widely respected for his commit-
ment to the work and care for the children that 
came before him in court. As a symbol of the 
esteem in which Judge Thomas was held, the 
Pulaski County Bar Association commissioned 
a portrait of him, which now hangs in the 
county courthouse. 

Beyond the bench, Judge Thomas found 
ways to serve his beloved Pulaski. He be-
longed to the Pulaski Jaycees, the Elks, and 
the Masons, and as a devout member of First 
United Methodist Church served on the 
Church Council. A keen interest in politics 
drove him to the 1960 Democratic National 
Convention as a delegate and to run in 2007 
for the Virginia House of Delegates in the 
Sixth District. 

Judge Thomas was preceded in death by 
his wife, Gertrude Davis Thomas; his parents, 
William Franklin Thomas Sr. and Virginia 
Saunders Thomas; and his sister, Elizabeth 
‘‘Betty’’ Thomas Hicks. He is survived by a 
son, Lee Mason Thomas, and four nieces and 
nephews. I would like to offer my condolences 
on the loss of this good man and dedicated ju-
rist. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF TOM 
LEATHERMAN 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the contributions of Tom 
Leatherman to the nation and to the Bay Area. 

Tom started his career with the National 
Park Service (NPS) in 1989 as an intern. Dur-
ing his time with NPS, Tom developed a 
strong working relationship with the Japanese 
American community. Starting in 2005, he 
served as a superintendent at Manzanar His-
toric Site. Additionally, Tom served as the re-
gional representative for NPS’s Japanese 
American Confinement Sites grant program. 

Most recently, Tom worked as a super-
intendent of the four NPS sites in the Con-
gressional District I represent, including Eu-
gene O’Neil National Historic Site, John Muir 
National Historic Site, Port Chicago Naval 
Magazine National Memorial, and Rosie the 
Riveter/World War II Home Front National His-
torical Park. The parks, through Tom’s work, 
help provide visitors with the important history 
of the area. 

In addition to the sites in the Eleventh Dis-
trict, Tom has served at a variety of NPS sites 
throughout his career including Joshua Tree 
National Park, Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, and more. Tom has held a 
number of positions throughout his career in-
cluding superintendent, acting deputy regional 
director, and team lead for the Serious Acci-
dent Investigation Team. 

Tom’s experience and dedication make him 
the perfect fit to serve as superintendent of 
Pearl Harbor National Memorial. I thank Tom 
for his diligence and passion for preserving 
our nation’s natural wonders and history and 
congratulate him on his new role. Please join 
me in honoring Tom for his more than thirty 
years of service to our nation’s park system. 

f 

HONORING JOHNSTOWN MAYOR 
VERN JACKSON FOR OVER FIFTY 
YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO 
THE NORTH COUNTRY AND THE 
UNITED STATES 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Johnstown Mayor Vern Jack-
son who has valiantly served the North Coun-
try and the United States for over fifty years. 
I would also like to congratulate Mr. Jackson 
on his retirement after five great years as 
mayor of Johnstown. 

Mayor Jackson has been dedicated to serv-
ing his community in many capacities through-
out his storied career. Prior to entering politics, 
Mr. Jackson served in the United States Navy 
for twenty-five years and then worked for the 
Social Security Administration in Utica and 
Gloversville. After nearly thirty years at the 
Gloversville Social Security Office, Mr. Jack-
son retired and served as the chairman for the 
Johnstown Charter Review Commission. Sub-
sequently, Mr. Jackson became the 4th Ward 
councilman and in 2017 was sworn in as the 
mayor of Johnstown. He was elected to com-
plete the last year of the four-year term of his 
friend, the late Mayor Michael Julius. 

Throughout the last five years, Mayor Jack-
son has worked hard to better the lives of the 
people of Johnstown. He prioritized coopera-
tion with the city of Gloversville and Fulton 
County on issues that impacted their commu-
nities. Mayor Jackson understood the impor-
tance of a city’s first impression after traveling 
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to many areas while working for the Social Se-
curity Administration. As mayor, he worked to 
stimulate business and motivate business 
owners to enhance the downtown high traffic 
areas and preserve historical Johnstown, pro-
viding the town with a better first impression. 

Mayor Jackson always had an open-door 
policy for any constituent who wished to meet 
with him. His accomplished record and willing-
ness to serve are evident in his over fifty 
years of public service. On behalf of New 
York’s 21st Congressional District, I am hon-
ored to recognize his exceptional leadership 
and his example as a true public servant and 
wish him the best of luck in his next chapter. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF EDITH PRAGUE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of an eastern Con-
necticut legend, and my friend, Edith Prague. 

Edith’s life was marked by service to others, 
as teacher, a social worker, a state legislator, 
a state commissioner. I met Edith in our days 
working together in the Connecticut General 
Assembly, where she served first a State Rep-
resentative from 1982 to 1990 and then a 
State Senator from 1995 to 2013, and her ex-
ample and guidance on how to conduct your-
self as a public official influenced so many 
new legislators, myself included. She was a 
fierce and tenacious legislator—never one to 
back down from a tough debate or miss a 
chance to advocate for those she served. 

Edith was especially passionate about her 
work for seniors—from lowering drug costs, to 
expanding access to long-term care and 
home-based care. In 1987 the State of Con-
necticut permanently established the 
‘‘CONNPACE’’ program which was one of the 
few public programs that provided direct help 
to seniors for prescription drugs. That program 
was a protype for the federal Medicare Part D 
prescription drug program enacted by Con-
gress two decades later. I remember well as 
a new state representative from Vernon, Con-
necticut watching Edith’s inspirational pas-
sionate speeches on the floor of the general 
assembly the day CONNPACE was enacted. 
That passion led to her confirmation to serve 
as the first ever head of the CT Department of 
Aging, another Prague initiative, which gave 
her an even bigger platform to advocate for 
the needs and priorities of those in need in the 
later stages of life. 

That was always a hallmark of Edith’s serv-
ice—looking out for others and fighting on be-
half of those who needed a champion. Edith 
called herself ‘‘a social worker with power,’’ 
and she worked every day to use her platform 
to make a difference in the lives of those she 
served and crossed paths with over her life-
time. The proof of that is in the countless peo-
ple across eastern Connecticut who can say 
that Edith helped them in ways big and small. 

Above all, though, family was the most im-
portant part of Edith’s life. Being a mother and 
grandmother was always top priority for Edith, 
and I know daughters Shelley, Benay and Jo-
anne and grandchildren Nathan, Matthew, 
Sam, Josh, Chris, Brian, Katie, Tim and Mi-

chael, will remember her love and passion for 
her and for others in need. 

I will always be grateful to call Edith my col-
league and my friend. She was truly one of a 
kind, a wonderful person we just won’t see 
replicated. Our region, our state and our coun-
try are better for her lifetime of service and 
dedication to others. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Edith’s life and legacy as eastern Connecticut 
mourns her passing. 

f 

BRINGING JUSTICE TO SOLDIERS 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, passage 
of this year’s National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) serves as an act of reprieve—and 
justice—for every sexual assault survivor who 
has put their life on the line in the name of 
service for this country and has been left be-
hind in the wake of injustice. 

The NDAA contains the revised I am 
Vanessa Guillen Act. For the first time, the 
NDAA establishes the Office of the Special 
Trial Counsel which empowers and requires 
independent investigators to investigate alle-
gations. That means for the first time, the 
NDAA takes the authority to prosecute sexual 
assault and harassment away from the military 
and gives it to independent military prosecu-
tors. 

The military justice reforms included in this 
annual defense policy bill are historic and the 
most transformative in our nation’s history. It is 
the culmination of years of advocacy from mili-
tary sexual assault survivors, their families, 
and supporters. 

But let me be clear: my position on our na-
tion’s bloated defense budget remains un-
changed. 

I remain committed to working with my col-
leagues to address climate change, racial in-
justice, and guaranteeing that families across 
the nation receive the relief they need as we 
work to build back better from a global pan-
demic. These are all problems that no amount 
of military spending can remedy, and we must 
redirect federal resources to the people, to our 
future generations, and to our working-class 
Americans. 

While I have historically voted ‘‘no’’ and plan 
to continue to do so—this was once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to finally right generations of 
injustice against our nation’s servicemembers 
in uniform, to finally bring some sense of jus-
tice to the family of Vanessa Guillen and 
countless other soldiers who are victims of as-
sault. I refused to leave them behind once 
more. 

With the passage of this year’s NDAA, sur-
vivors of sexual assault will finally be guaran-
teed an independent military attorney to de-
cide whether to prosecute and make other 
key, binding decisions in these cases—also 
ensuring that domestic violence, stalking, mur-
der, manslaughter, kidnapping, and other spe-
cial victim offenses are taken out of the chain 
of command. We are one step closer to justice 
and protection for our soldiers. 

My constituents can rest assured that I will 
continue my work to rein in defense spending 
and to invest resources in programs that pro-

mote peace, protect our planet, and provide 
the American people opportunities here at 
home. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. DAVID 
BALLENGER 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate a dedicated pro-
fessional with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs on the occasion of his retirement. Mr. 
David Ballenger is an exemplary public serv-
ant who has demonstrated the highest stand-
ards of professionalism serving our nation’s 
veterans. He has served with the Office of 
Congressional and Legislative Affairs at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for more than 
17 years. His career in public service is a tes-
tament to the importance of selfless service. 

For the last 10 years, Mr. Ballenger served 
as the Director of the Legislative Team in the 
Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
at VA. He has been involved in a remarkable 
breadth of important matters spanning VA’s 
health benefits, memorial functions, human re-
sources, information technology, and real 
property. In this capacity, he has been the 
conduit between Congress and VA, providing 
technical assistance on multiple pieces of 
landmark legislation including the VA MIS-
SION Act, the Forever GI Bill, the VA Dis-
ability Appeals Modernization Act, the Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act, the Vet-
erans’ COMPACT Act, and the Deborah 
Sampson Act. He also spearheaded the De-
partment’s legislative proposal submissions. 

As Mr. Ballenger embarks on a new chapter 
in life, it is my hope that he will recall, with a 
deep sense of pride and accomplishment, the 
outstanding contributions he has made to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Congress, 
and veterans of the United States. May his life 
be filled with health and happiness. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GENEROSITY 
OF MR. RALPH ROTELLA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the generosity of Ralph Rotella, owner 
of Discount Shoe Repair in Syracuse and driv-
ing force behind Ralphy’s Rescue Mission 
Shoe Drive. 

In 2010, Ralph Rotella was inspired to start 
Ralphy’s Rescue Mission Shoe Drive after 
seeing a homeless person outside of his shop, 
walking in the cold with their toe sticking out. 
He made the decision to provide that person 
with a pair of usable shoes. From that day, 
Ralph began annually collecting, repairing, 
and donating shoes to the Syracuse Rescue 
Mission to help more people in-need. 

In Ralph’s first year of operating the Shoe 
Drive, he donated less than 100 pairs of 
shoes. Each year since then, he has steadily 
expanded his operation, and in 2020, donated 
23,187 pairs of shoes—one of the largest do-
nations the Rescue Mission has ever received. 
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